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Our Priorities
Education - We believe education provides people with the opportunity to expand their talents and capabilities. Through our grantmaking, we hope to inspire them to reach their full potential both as individuals and as contributing citizens of a greater community. We are especially interested in programs that make quality education accessible to those who are personally committed.

Our education grants fall into seven focus areas:
· Financial Literacy – programs that provide middle and high school students and adults with basic financial and investment skills to help them become financially self-sufficient. 

· Health Care Career Development – programs that spark interest among high school and college students in health care-related career paths or enhance the skills of health care professionals to equip individuals to have careers that offer opportunities for economic advancement while also positively impacting societal health. 
· High School, College and Career Success – programs that provide motivated students and young adults of limited means with the academic support, personal skills and financial resources needed to reach their full potential in school and careers.
· Liberty, Citizenship and Free Enterprise – programs that educate and promote the principles of liberty, citizenship and free enterprise to elementary through graduate school students and adults.  

· Literacy – programs that develop the functional literacy skills of children from birth through elementary school, enhance parents’ ability to support literacy growth or improve teachers’ literacy pedagogy in order to prepare children for success in their future education and life.
· Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) – programs that provide STEM education to pre-school through graduate school students, offer teacher professional development, promote STEM-based careers or deliver engaging STEM content to the general public.
· Student Health – programs that foster the physical health of pre-school through high school students to help them stay enrolled and be productive in school.
Scientific Research – We are interested in programs on the cutting edge of research in specific areas of interest to our Directors that are underfunded or not yet eligible for funding by governmental programs.  These programs are typically sponsored by top research institutions, which provide quality assurance oversight and accountability that may not be possible in a less structured environment.  Further, the programs often involve pre-doctoral and post-doctoral scientists who are beginning their research careers.  In addition to promoting the work of young researchers, we are particularly interested in programs that encourage them to remain engaged in research in their field of interest.

Our Scientific Research grants are made in the following focus areas:

Physical Sciences

· Astrophysics – the study of the behavior, physical properties and dynamic processes of celestial objects and related phenomena.

· Cosmology – the study of the origin, structure and space-time relationships of the Universe.

· Evolutionary Developmental Biology – a field of biology which synthesizes embryology, molecular and population genetics, comparative morphology, paleontology and molecular evolution to understand the evolution of biodiversity at a mechanistic level.

· Geophysics – the study of the physical processes and phenomena occurring in and on the Earth and in its vicinity.

Medical Research
· We partner with leading medical research institutions to fund programs that seek to develop new, innovative clinical interventions for chronic conditions as well as highly treatable conditions which negatively impact the productivity of large segments of the population.  

· In all cases, we focus our medical research funding in areas that improve the quality of life as distinct from solely extending life.

· The Foundation does not accept grantseeker inquiries in medical research.
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